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DELUSIONS OF SOLIDARITY








          We’re at it again. With the best of motives and the purest of sentiments, we’re dreaming up fairy tales about yet another sordid mass movement in yet another foreign country, attributing to its members a set of noble intentions they in no way hold. This time it’s Lech Walesa and his plundering freebooters in Poland. Yesterday it was the righteous, God-fearing opposition to the wicked Shah of Iran. The day before it was the new “democratic and therefore anti-Communist” opposition to the “old, corrupt order in Cuba” embodied in “the youth of Cuba led by the fighting rebel, Fidel Castro”.   [Yes, you guessed it. The quotations are from the New York Times. (Feb. 24 & 26, 1957)]


          In those same articles, we were assured that “the best elements in Cuban life are bitterly. . . anti-United States”.  And, sure enough, those “best elements” proved it by setting up enough Soviet missiles in Cuba to destroy our nuclear deterrent systems without warning in 12 to 15 minutes.   Fortunately we got out of that one with a whole skin, but we didn’t escape the anti-Americanism of the best elements in Iranian life. Those noble heroes cost us billions of dollars and the security of the entire Persian Gulf.


          Although we eventually recognized that the Cuban and Iranian “freedom fighters” maybe weren’t exactly as wonderful as our romantic delusions had imagined them, we seem nowhere near ready to recognize that Solidarity’s extortionists aren’t exactly “freedom fighters” either. Before we go any further down that Cuban/Iranian road, we would be doing ourselves a favor if we stopped to think just a minute about what’s really going on.





               Poland’s murderous economic problems spring from three primary sources: the enthusiastic ineptitude of Polish Party planners, the destructive ineptitude of Soviet Party planners, and the worldwide rise in oil prices caused by the OPEC monopoly. Poland’s Communists wrecked their nation’s economy by spending far more money than they had;  Russia’s Communists wrecked their nation’s oilfields by forcing them so hard they cracked and flooded;  OPEC wrecked everybody’s economy by forcing oil prices into never-never land.


	Sure, Poland had problems. But so did the rest of us. All of the Western nations and all of the other East European satellites faced up to their oil problems by tightening their belts and redoubling their efforts. Solidarity responded to Poland’s energy problems by going out on strike for higher wages and shorter working hours. Everyone knew they were headed for disaster, but Walesa’s heroes expected the Russians to bail them out. They expected the Soviet Union, whose living standards are lower than Poland’s, to fork over money, food and oil just as they did in 1970 when widespread strikes had brought Poland to its knees. This time there was no deal;  Russia can’t even feed itself, much less Walesa’s Poles. The only result of Solidarity’s strikes, then, has been a drastic reduction in food and fuel to share among all of the Polish people.


               What was Solidarity’s response to the Russian refusal to pay bribes?  More violence, more strikes, more demands for a bigger share of the “pie”.  Let other Poles worry about how they’re going to make it through the oncoming winter, the collective occupants of Solidarity’s proletarian flophouses are determined to get theirs - - at any cost.


               Romantic (and misguided) American views of brave freedom fighters have now led us to join Solidarity in the destruction of the Polish economy.  Eager to join up with the “good guys”, we have declared economic war on Poland’s inept government for trying to mine coal and knit socks, while declaring our everlasting love and support for some of the world’s most selfish and irresponsible freeloaders. As in the early days in Cuba and Iran, our views have slipped badly out of focus. With Communists fighting Communists, we’ve heedlessly sided with the grabbiest.


     It’s time we learned our lesson. If we had paid more attention to those Cubans who were working for Cuba’s economic welfare, we wouldn’t have made such disastrous errors in 1959-62. If we had helped those Iranians who were building a modern future for Iran, we wouldn’t have mistaken a herd of murderous religious fanatics for a progressive political party.  If we pay attention to the actions of Solidarity’s destructively selfish goons and ignore the fine-sounding words a few talented propagandists hand out to Western newsmen, we might play a constructive role in putting Poland back on its feet.  Maybe we can whisper it in our heroes’ ears:  “The fun and games are over; it’s time to go back to work.”
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